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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

OUR NATIONAL MEETINGS 



We hope we have made it plain to our readers that all nurses are 
welcome to attend the general meetings of the American Nurses' 
Association, the League and the Organization for Public Health Nurs- 
ing, whether members of these bodies or not. It is only at the short 
business sessions that the doors are closed to all but official delegates 
and members. Even at this date there will be ample time for nurses 
from all parts of the country to make their plans to reach San Francisco 
by the 20th of the month. While the trains provided by the Trans- 
portation Committee will be most delightful and will afford congenial 
companionship across the country, any line leading to the coast will 
furnish tickets at the reduced convention rate. 

We do not know it from official authority, but so many of the war 
nurses have returned that there is every reason to believe that some of 
them will attend the convention and that members will learn at first 
hand of nursing experiences under war conditions and will hear a side 
of Red Cross life that may never find its way into print. 

AN IMPORTANT DISCOVERY 

Probably never would the interest of our readers in a discovery 
pertaining to the practice of medicine, be greater than at this time, 
when so many nurses have suffered during their work abroad, from 
typhus fever. Particularly timely seems the recent publication of 
the discovery of Dr. Harry Plotz, of Mt. Sinai Hospital, New York, 
of a typhus fever vaccine. We are glad that the honor of this discovery 
is due to the labor and ability of a young and comparatively unknown 
American physician. His progress thus far would indicate wonderful 
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success in the future. There seems no reason to doubt but that inocu- 
lation with the vaccine prepared by Dr. Plotz and his associates, will 
render less fatal a disease which for many years has been considered 
one of the most difficult to treat successfully. Certainly, taken in 
conjunction with the destruction of the germ carrier, proven to be either 
the head or body louse, or its eggs, and with improved sanitary con- 
ditions we can safely feel less dread of the disease. Nor can we fail 
to be glad that there are those so interested in their profession, in the 
study and prevention of disease, and the means of combatting it, that 
they give freely of their time and knowledge, for the benefit of humanity. 
Reports state that several doctors, expecting to be exposed to the 
infection, have been inoculated, and the result of their experiences 
will be eagerly awaited. It seems not inopportune to express our 
pleasure in the reports which have reached us, that " though all the 
nurses returning have had typhus, all recovered. " 

PROGRESS OF STATE REGISTRATION 

The legislature of the state of New York adjourned with the amend- 
ments to the Nurse Practice Act still being held in committee. These 
amendments were presented by the Board of Regents with the co- 
operation of the Legislative Committee of the State Nurses' Association 
which acted under instructions from that association. In these amend- 
ments all attempt to protect the word nurse was for the time abandoned, 
and provision was made for a more rigid placing of all training schools 
for nurses under the supervision of the Regents. The amendments 
also provided for the appointment by law of a secretary to the board 
of examiners to take the place of the inspector of nurse schools, as she 
is, officially, in her present position only a subordinate member of the 
Inspections force of the Education Department. They also gave the 
Regents the right to appoint examiners outside the number nominated 
by the New York State Association. 

This bill, although introduced by the highest educational authority 
in the state and although having greater support from influential men 
and women than ever before, met opposition quite as bitter as have 
those of previous years presented by nurses themselves. The con- 
cessions to which they consented gained them nothing, and it would 
look as if, in matters of nursing legislation, nurses must continue to 
fix their own standards and to fight their own battles and that no one 
can do more for them than they can do for themselves. 

Ohio has passed a bill which, although not satisfactory to everyone 
concerned, is considerably better than none at all. It will be remem- 
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bered that the constitution of the state prevents women from serving 
as state officers and this bill was accepted rather than have a worse 
one forced upon them. The nurses of Ohio have been trying for ten 
years to solve this difficult problem, until they found themselves so 
in the minority among registered states that there was nothing to pre- 
vent the riff raff of the profession from flocking over their borders. 

The laws of Maine, Ohio and North Dakota will be found under 
their state headings in our news pages in this issue. These make 
forty-two states with laws for the regulation of the education and 
practice of nursing. Taken as a whole, the work of the winter has 
been productive of good results. Three new states coming into line 
from the small number remaining without registration laws is a great 
gain, and amendments have been passed in a number of states which 
we have already mentioned, which improve existing laws. Failure, 
as a result of commercial opposition, only goes to prove the growing 
importance of nurses in the economic field. 



CHAUTAUQUA 

A reader of the Journal asks us to explain that the Chautauqua 
School for Nurses is not a part of the well-known Chautauqua Literary 
and Scientific Circle. Both have their headquarters at Jamestown, 
New York, so some confusion of terms is a natural consequence. 



